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Our Purpose and Values

The purpose of Cornerstone Foundation of Knoxville is

to serve as a catalyst to reach our God-given potential as a
community. We were founded on the belief that Jesus Christ
is the chief cornerstone, and that He expects us to live out
the values of Christian stewardship and to seck the peace and
prosperity of the city in which He has placed us. Therefore, our
funding and activities are focused on the Greater Knoxville
geographic area, and on specific priorities resulting from
extensive research to determine the most effective strategic
actions that can be taken to reach our full potential as a
community. Because a variety of implementers can help move
our community toward that potential, our funding is not

limited exclusively to faith-based organizations.

Current Funding Priorities

We believe that the Greater Knoxville area has a
unique opportunity to be a place that balances a strong,
caring sense of community with constantly expanding
economic prosperity—a place that is both a great place
to grow a career and a great place to raise a family.

Our community research—posted at
www.cornerstoneofknoxville.org —indicates that to
achieve that vision our community must currently focus

on the following strategic priorities:

Servant Leadership
Making Knoxville a “leader-full” community;

Education
Ensuring an education that makes every student ready for
the world;

Community Building
Creating a more civil, trustworthy, caring, and
joyful community;

UT/ORNL/Community
Taking full advantage of the synergy between the
University of Tennessee, Oak Ridge National Laboratory,
and the community to be a talent magnet;

Downtown to the Neighborhoods
Building on the downtown momentum and connecting
that infectious optimism to the surrounding
neighborhoods; and

Quality Growth

Creating a regional quality growth initiative.




Although we may provide general support for all of
these priorities, Cornerstone Foundation will proactively
concentrate its grant-making, other funding, and staff
activities on the first three, with particular emphasis on

the following areas of strategic action:

Servant Leadership
Supporting efforts to build a new generation of
servant leaders;
Supporting great examples of servant leadership; and
Supporting efforts to link regional leaders to address
regional priorities.

Education
Determining and supporting the most effective
strategies and incentives to attract, train, and retain
great teachers;
Supporting efforts to make our secondary schools
ready for the world by focusing on rigor, relevance,
and relationships; and
Building on the Project GRAD Knoxville — Knox
County Schools partnership to do whatever it takes to
ensure educational excellence, hope, and opportunity

for our most economically disadvantaged kids.

Community Building

- Supporting efforts to mobilize the community
into bridge building volunteerism and partnerships
around addressing specific challenges;
Supporting efforts to build on the potential of the
arts, cultural, and entertainment community to create
a place of joy; and
Supporting areas of potential excellence where our
community has the capability, passion, and resources

to become the best in the world.

Two Rivers Pavilion
In addition to our funding priorities, the Foundation

operates the Two Rivers Pavilion.

This property is available for use by nonprofit
organizations including churches, youth groups, and
community organizations. Mary Glover is the Director
of Operations and Property Manager. Reservations may
be made directly by calling 865.983.8290.




